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NEPCA President ’s  Message 

Sa tu rday ,  Oc tobe r  24 ,  2015  a t   t he  
Cou r t ya rd  by  Mar r io t t  Nashua  
2200  Sou thwood  Dr i ve  
Nashua ,  NH  
( 603 )  880–9100  

We will have two exci ng speakers at this 
mee ng. Our morning speaker will be Alan 
Kaplan discussing “One Hundred of the Finest 
An que Paperweights”. The talk will explain 
just what it is that makes a paperweight great, 
whether rarity, beauty, technical proficiency 
or a combina on of all of these. Alan Kaplan is 
a second genera on an ques dealer and co‐
owner of Leo Kaplan LTD, the pres gious New 
York City gallery whose special es have in‐
cluded fine an que and contemporary paper‐
weights since the business began in the 
1960's. In recent years he is probably best 
known as an expert appraiser on the An ques 
Roadshow, serving as an expert in both ce‐
ramics and glass. 

The a ernoon program features paper‐
weight ar st Melissa Ayo e whose talk is ‐

tled “A New Vision”. Melissa discusses her 
vision of a new direc on for paperweights fo‐
cusing on the paperweight as a vessel that 
carries the flameworked designs. By freeing 
the paperweight from limita ons imposed by 
the spherical shape, Melissa is able to explore 
new ideas, techniques and 
crea ve approaches 
for the boundaries 
of the glass, the 
texture of the 
exterior surface, 
and the shape of 
the paperweight. 
Her recent work has 
evolved into innova ve 
non‐spherical crea ons: her 
Stones, Bud Vases, Basket Forms and Pod 
Sculptures. Melissa Ayo e is a second genera‐

on glass ar st and works with her father, 
Rick Ayo e, in New Boston, NH. Her work is 
collected worldwide and appears in several 
museums including the Corning Museum of 

(Continued on page 3) 

Fal l  2015 NEPCA Meet ing 

Fa l l   ( and   some   coo l e r  weathe r )   i s   f i n a l l y  he re    

As I write the President’s message each Spring 
and Fall, I am tempted to consider the possi‐
bility of more frequent newsle ers to greet 
the arrival of each of the four seasons. The 
challenge is daun ng and I won’t be doing it 
just yet. But then my mind wanders, and I 
wonder how many paperweight makers have 
created paperweights to greet each new sea‐
son. Maybe this is a theme for a future 
mee ng. I expand on this in a separate sec on 
of this newsle er. We are fortunate to have 
incredibly talented local ar sts who have 
made masterpieces that are set in all four sea‐
sons. Please plan to come to our Fall mee ng 

on October 24 in Nashua, NH and show your 
support for these ar sts and the dealers who 
carry their work. We have an exci ng program 
planned. See the Fall Mee ng sec on of this 
Newsle er for more details. And bring your 
latest paperweight finds to the mee ng for 
show and tell. 

Star ng with this issue of the Newsle er, we 
won’t be mailing copies out by regular mail. 
Paid up members will receive the Newsle er 
by email. Be sure to keep us up to date on any 
changes to your email and to your regular ad‐
dress. If you haven’t returned your member‐

(Continued on page 2) 
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NEPCA President’s Message… (continued) 

ship renewal form with your 2015 dues, please do so as 
soon as you can. If you misplaced the renewal form, you 
can always get the membership form from our website 
www.nepaperweight.org or let me know and I will get you 
a form. 

Some of the highlights of this Newsle er are: 

 Fall Mee ng Announcement with details on the up‐
coming October 24, 2015 mee ng. Please plan to 
a end this exci ng event. 

 Calendar of paperweight related events 

 Past Mee ng Instant Replay for our April 18, 2015 
Spring Mee ng. Take a good look at the pictures and 
see who you recognize. 

 Special ar cles and announcements from our mem‐
bers. We have ar cles on Ordering a Custom Wedding 

Paperweight, Visi ng a Glass Studio in Asheville NC, 
Report from Tacoma, Displaying your Paperweights, 
Seasonal Paperweights, and more. 

 Picture Galleries featuring paperweights from our 
Ar sts, Dealers, and Members. Please consider send‐
ing us a picture of one of your favorite paperweights 
for our next issue. 

Finally, let us know what you like and don’t like about our 
mee ngs and newsle er. We are always open to your sug‐
ges ons. Or consider wri ng an ar cle yourself. Contact 
informa on for all board members is on the links page at 
www.nepaperweight.org. Thank you for your support and 
encouragement. 

May you find the paperweight of your dreams, 

Allan Port 

(Continued from page 1) 

Paperweight Calendar (Upcoming Events) 

New England Paperweight Collectors Association Fall 2015 Meeting 
Saturday October 24, 2015 at the Courtyard by Marriott Nashua 
2200 Southwood Drive, Nashua, NH (603) 880‐9100 
Our speakers at this meeting will be paperweight artist Melissa Ayotte and Dealer and appraiser Alan 
Kaplan. Alan will be speaking in the morning and his topic is “One Hundred of the Finest Antique Pa‐
perweights”. Melissa’s title is “A New Vision”. In addition to the speakers, New England PCA artist and 
dealer members set up display tables with over 1,000 paperweights to view and purchase, so each 
meeting is like a mini‐convention. The meeting will also have a show and tell contest. Guest rooms at 
the Courtyard by Marriott Nashua are $129 plus 9% tax if reserved before October 9, 2015. If you are 
eligible for a senior discount, book earlier and ask for the senior rate as it may be even lower. 
Contact Allan Port (president@nepaperweight.org) for more information. 

13th Annual Walpole Artisan Event 
Thanksgiving Weekend 2015 – 10 am to 5 pm daily 
Sherwin Art Glass, 33 Bridge St, Bellows Falls, VT and Walpole Town Hall, Walpole, NH 

James Julia Fall Lamp, Glass, & Fine Jewelry Auction  
November, 2015 
203 Skowhegan Road, Fairfield, ME 04937, (800) 565‐9298 
The James Julia Lamp, Glass & Fine Jewelry Auction is expected to have a complement of paper‐
weights. Consignments close on October 1. Contact Mike Fredericks (mfredericks@jamesdjulia.com ) 
for more details and the exact date. 

Annual Northeast American Paperweight Artist Event 
Saturday, November 7, 2015, 12 noon until 5:00 pm 
Leo Kaplan Ltd., 136 East 57th Street, Suite 605, New York, NY 10022 
Showcasing the latest works of such celebrated artists as Rick Ayotte, Melissa Ayotte, Gordon Smith, 
and David Graeber. Refreshments will be served.  For more information call (212) 355‐7212 or send a 
message to info@leokaplan.com. 

New England Paperweight Collectors Association Spring 2016 Meeting 
Saturday April 16, 2016 at the Holiday Inn Hotel & Suites 
265 Lakeside Ave., Marlboro, MA (508) 481‐3000 

(Continued on page 3) 
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Glass, the Currier Museum and the Royal 
Ontario Museum. Her ar stry has been fea‐
tured in American Cra , Flow Magazine and 
Glass Art Quarterly. 

Our Show and Tell Topic for this mee ng 
is “Your Favorite Melissa Ayo e Paper‐
weight or Your Favorite An que Paper‐
weight”. Please bring your favorite to the 
mee ng. If you want to bring a paperweight 
that doesn’t exactly fit the topic, but you 
just want to bring it anyway to show it off, 
feel free to do so. If you want, you can say a few words 
about it before lunch, but you don’t have to. We’ll ask the 
a endees to vote on their favorite and the top three win‐
ners will win a prize. We want everyone to have fun with 
this ac vity. 

At the sugges on of one of our members, we are going 
to add a new feature to our program right a er lunch. The 
sugges on was to add some material of an introductory or 

tutorial nature to each mee ng. This will be 
a brief ten minute talk accompanied by a 
display set up at one of the exhibit tables. 
The topic for this mee ng will be an intro‐
duc on to crown paperweights. We promise 
that you will find this informa ve regardless 
of your level of paperweight exper se. 
We’re always looking for new ways to en‐
gage the members. If you have an idea to 
share, please send a message a message to 
president@nepaperweight.org. 

In addi on to our speakers, show and tell, 
and special program, NEPCA ar st and dealer members set 
up display tables with over 1,000 paperweights to view 
and In addi on to our speakers, show and tell, and special 
program, NEPCA ar st and dealer members set up display 
tables with over 1,000 paperweights to view and pur‐
chase, so each mee ng is like a mini‐conven on. If you are 
staying overnight or live in the area, please plan to join us 
also for dinner on Friday night at a nearby restaurant. De‐
tails will be provided to those who indicate an interest on 
the registra on form. 

Please be sure to get your registra on in early and in‐
clude your email address and phone number. We must 
receive your registra on for the mee ng by Wednesday, 
October 14, 2015 so we can give the hotel the final count 
for lunch. If you need hotel reserva ons, make them di‐
rectly with the Courtyard by Marrio  by Friday, October 9 
to get the special rate of $129 plus tax per night. Call the 
hotel at (603) 880‐9100 or use this link Book your group 
rate for NE Paperweight Collectors Associa on Confer‐
ence. Alterna vely, you can use the group code PAPPAPA 
at this link: h p://www.marrio .com/hotels/travel/mhtnc
‐courtyard‐nashua/. If you qualify for a Senior Rate, you 
should check that rate first as it may be lower. 

Contact Allan Port (president@nepaperweight.org) if 
you need assistance or more informa on. 

(Continued from page 1) 

Paperweight Calendar (Upcoming Events)… (continued) 

Fall 2015 Meeting… (continued) 

The program will be announced in the next newsletter. In addition to the speakers, New England PCA 
artist and dealer members set up display tables with over 1,000 paperweights to view and purchase, 
so each meeting is like a mini‐convention. The meeting will also have a show and tell contest with 
prizes. Guest rooms at the Holiday Inn Hotel & Suites are $109 if reserved by March 18th. 
Contact Allan Port (president@nepaperweight.org) for more information. 

New England Paperweight Collectors Association Fall 2016 Meeting 
Saturday October 29, 2016 
Save this date. The location and program will be announced in the next newsletter. 
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Saturday, April 18, 2015 at the Holiday Inn Marlboro, MA  
by Allan Port & Bryna Davidow 
Photographs by Ka e Malone Smith 

We had our spring mee ng at a new loca on, the Holiday 
Inn in Marlboro, MA. Despite this being a holiday weekend 
(Patriots Day), a endance was good with a total of 53 
members and guests registered. Some of our members 
could not a end due to the impending start of the PCA 
conven on in Tacoma WA in less than 10 days. Some 
ar sts and dealers had already shipped their inventory of 
paperweights to Tacoma. 

Wow. What a mee ng! It was great. If you missed it, you 
can find the details here. The room was spacious and well 
lit and the ini al feedback was that our members were 
pleased with the new loca on. The buffet lunch with main 
entrees of chicken and London broil was also well liked. 
And we had an overabundance of paperweights on dis‐
play. The picture below includes paperweights from all of 
the ar sts and dealers. It will be used on the cover of our 
new NEPCA Brochure. 

We opened the mee ng with our ar st and dealer fair. 
Eight ar sts and dealers set up displays. The ar sts were 
Melissa Ayo e, Charles Kaziun, Jim Poore, and Debbie Tar‐
sitano. The dealers were Bernard Drabeck, Leo Kaplan, 
Ltd., Doris & Harvey Robinson, and Allan Port. The New 
Bedford Museum of Glass also had an exhibit table 
manned by Kirk Nelson. We had a wealth of paperweights 
on display at this mee ng as evidenced by some of the 
pictures in this report. We are grateful to our exhibitors 
for their par cipa on. Please show your apprecia on by 
visi ng their tables at future mee ngs. 

We had two excellent presenta ons at this mee ng. Our 
morning speaker was long me collector and dealer Harvey 

Robinson speaking on 
“My Love Affair with Pa‐
perweights”. Harvey 
proved to be an excellent 
story teller. He kept us 
engaged as he told story 
a er story about his pa‐
perweight conquests. Al‐
ways with his impeccable 
sense of ming and hu‐
mor. He would tell us the 
story first about each pa‐
perweight and then fol‐
low with the picture … 
leaving us in awe that he was so fortunate to have been 
able to collect such wonderful paperweights and also that 
he had the experiences that he had. He went to some of 
the truly great auc ons and shows. And he knew many of 
the great collectors and dealers. Many of us were jealous 
of his outstanding collec on. 

The a ernoon program was a joint presenta on by 
Charles Kaziun III and Ben Drabeck en tled “Revisi ng 
Charles Kaziun Jr.” As the tle indicates, the talk reviewed 
the career of Charles (Charlie) Kaziun Jr. and the amazing 
variety in the work that Charlie did. Charles Kaziun III 
worked with his father in his studio for more 15 years and 

(Continued on page 5) 

Instant Replay - Spring 2015 NEPCA Meeting 

A sampling of the paperweights on display 

Harvey Robinson 

My Love Affair With Paperweights” 

An que St. Louis Pelargonium 
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is an accomplished glass ar st in his own right. While 
Charles demonstrated that he is a man of few words, o en 
answering ques ons with a simple yes or no, Ben proved to 
be a very skilled interrogator, ge ng Charlie to expand his 
answers. Together they conveyed a wealth of informa on 
about Charlie Kaziun. Ben had all the leading lines, Charles 
had all the punch lines and the audience was kept laughing 
with admira on for both. It was clear that Kaziun may have 
been almost as secre ve with his son as he was with the 
paperweight collec ng community, but Charles (the son) 
managed to discover many of the secrets with careful ob‐
serva on and experimenta on. It was an excellent talk. 

(Continued from page 4) 

(Continued on page 6) 

Instant Replay - Spring 2015 NEPCA Meeting… (continued) 

Charles Kaziun III and Ben Drabeck 

Charles Kaziun, Jr. Holding 

his Pedestal Crimp Rose 

One of the many Kaziun masterpieces 

Jodi Carner‐Higgins (le ) and Norman Bogosian and Laurie Bogosian examine 

paperweights at the Leo Kaplan Table while Phil Edelman looks on 

Paula Pingree and Kathleen Kelley looking at an que paperweights 

shown by Doris Robinson 
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Instant Replay – Spring 2015 NEPCA Meeting… (continued) 

Also during the program, Phil Edelman made a final appeal to 
those who had not planned to go to the PCA Conven on in Ta‐
coma that they s ll had me to register and also that there 
might s ll be rooms available at the conven on hotel. 

In an earlier newsle er, 
we noted that the paper‐
weight ar sts face a cri‐
sis with the poten al loss 
of the primary supplier 
of op cal quality glass S8 
currently made by Scho  
Glass. Almost all of the 
lampwork paperweight 

makers either make their own glass or are dependent on Scho  for this exact 
formula. Scho  has decided to stop producing the glass and the ar sts are col‐
lec vely pooling resources for a final buy and looking for an alternate solu on. Complica ng the situa on was a fire at 
one of the primary Scho  warehouses in the US. Clinton Smith gave us a brief descrip on and update on the current 
status which was unclear at the me of the mee ng. 

A er the morning talk, we had our Show and Tell Program. The Show‐and‐Tell topic was: “Your favorite Charles Kaziun 
Jr. paperweight”. We had eight entries submi ed by members for the Show‐and‐Tell, with prizes going to the top 
three vote‐ge ers. 

The winners were: 

1st place: Janet Green – Kaziun Triple Pansy pa‐
perweight (#7) 
Prize: Janet chose a Peter McDougall paper‐
weight donated by NEPCA 

2nd place: Ben Drabeck – Kaziun Single Pansy 
Paperweight (#6) 
Prize: Ben passed on selec ng a prize, so it went 
to the next winner 

3rd place: John Walsh – Kaziun Pedestal Overlay 
Paperweight (#3) 
Prize: John selected a Cape Cod Glass Company 
paperweight donated by Jim Poore 

4th place: Andrea Natsios – Pink and Green Mil‐
lefiori paperweight (#1) 
Prize: Andrea received a John Deacons paper‐
weight donated by Ben Drabeck 

We had a total of 18 prizes in all donated by Ben Drabeck, Joan Freedman, Leo Kaplan, Charles Kaziun III, Jim Poore, 
Allan Port, Clinton Smith, Debbie Tarsitano, and NEPCA. The remaining 15 prizes were given out as raffle prizes. If 
you’re a lucky winner at the Fall Mee ng Raffle, be sure to thank your benefactor! 

(Continued from page 5) 

Phil Edelman telling Allan Port that he will run for NEPCA President  

if the Tacoma PCA Conven on is successful (look at that e!) 

Clinton Smith Talking about Scho  Glass 

Show and Tell Entries (Ignore the bunny and the glass)  
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Instant Replay - Spring 2015 NEPCA Meeting… (continued) 

Some of the prizes 

Stephen Goldberg buying raffle ckets from Bryna Davidow 
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Instant Replay – Spring 2015 NEPCA Meeting… (continued) 

Clinton Smith Paperweights 

Richard Schimmelpfeng with Debbie 

Tarsitano and Michelle Trammell 

Ornaments by Charles Kaziun III 
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How Do You Display Your Weights 

By Janet Green 

Collectors are 
always looking for 
be er ways to dis‐
play their paper‐
weights. It sort of 
depends on how 
many paper‐
weights you have 
and what your 
home looks like. A 
German collector 
with over 200 
large paper‐
weights was kind 
enough to share 
these pictures of 
his collec on. He 
uses three large 
freestanding glass 
cabinets with light 
from above. Each 
unit allows for 
good visibility 
from three sides.  

The photo at the le  came from a member with 
the following story:  “The a ached photo shows 
how I display several of my paperweights on 2 
wooden trays each having 3 depressions to 
place the weights. The weights are (L to R) Ori‐
ent & Flume Bu erfly, Orient & Flume Calla Lily 
Bouquet and Lundberg Studios world weight. I 
got the idea from a flameless candle set I got 
one Christmas. I had a friend make the 2 trays. 
They sit on a half wall separa ng my kitchen 
and dining area.” 

That sounds like a wonderful idea and the weights can be enjoyed from two rooms. 

Do you have a display idea you would like to share with other NEPCA members? Please send a photo and a descrip‐
on of your display to Janet Green (archivist@nepaperweight.org). We will publish your photo and story in the news‐

le er — with or without your name, as you prefer. 

Budget cuts may lead to the closure of five state museums in Illinois including the Illinois State Museum in Spring‐
field. That museum is home to the Morton D. Barker collection of paperweights, a collection of over 200 weights 
that is dominated by classic French antique weights. Information about the Barker collection is available at http://
exhibits.museum.state.il.us/exhibits/barker. Those wishing to express support for the museum should visit the 
“Save The Illinois State Museum” website: https://savetheillinoisstatemuseum.wordpress.com/2015/06/26/hello‐
world or “Save The Illinois State Museum” Facebook page: https://www.facebook.com/pages/Save‐the‐Illinois‐State

‐Museum/917517601639564?fref=ts. Please voice your support  

Appeal to save Illinois State Museum — A Call to Action 
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Report from the Tacoma PCA Convention 

By Allan Port 

I had heard that not many New England members go to the Paperweight Collectors’ Associa on (PCA) Conven ons. 
Despite the distance, the PCA Conven on in Tacoma, WA proved that statement wrong. The (fuzzy) picture here shows 
some (but not all) of the NEPCA members in a endance at Tacoma. There were at least ten other NEPCA members 
who busy or camera shy at the me the picture was taken. The conven on ran from Wednesday April 29 to Saturday 
May 2 at the Hotel Murano in Tacoma. 

We arrived a day early so we could take the tour of Sea le, our first introduc‐
on to Sea le Traffic. The high points of the tour were the Pike Place Market 

and the Chihuly Gardens and Glass. Those who wanted could get coffee at the 
original Starbucks store near the Pike Place Market. The glass at the Chihuly 
Gardens was spectacular. Even if you have seen other exhibits elsewhere (San 

Francisco and Boston come to mind), 
this was worth seeing. When explor‐
ing on our own, we visited the Taco‐
ma Art Museum which has a three 
significant collec ons of glass, includ‐
ing a comprehensive collec on of Chi‐
huly glass with examples from every 
period of his work. The TAM had sev‐
eral other worthwhile exhibi ons on 
display. While in Tacoma, we had no 
shortage of places to visit or restau‐
rants to eat at. 

The conven on itself had a great 
group of speakers, notably NEPCA members Melissa Ayo e & Chris Sherwin 
par cipated on an excellent Ar st Panel on Paperweight Collabora on, and 
John Hawley spoke on “Treasures from Trash – The American Scamble”. Oth‐
er speakers were Carl Carter on Parabelle, Kelsey Murphy on her cameo art, 
Alan Thornton on Whitefriars, and Art Elder on An que Miniatures. 

(Continued on page 11) 
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One of the high points was an a ernoon of demonstra‐
ons at the Hot Shop at the Tacoma Museum of Glass. 

The demonstra ons were collabora ons between Dante 
Marioni (a glass ar st from Sea le) & Mayauel Ward, Ma‐
yauel Ward & his assistant, Damon MacNaught & David 
Graeber, Michael Hunter & Colin Richardson. The collabo‐
ra on pieces were auc oned during the Paperweight Art 
Expo on Saturday a ernoon. 

The Saturday program included an excellent talk by Gay LeCleire Taylor on “Who Crimped My Rose?” in which Gay 
gave hints for iden fying the maker of crimp roses by observing the petal count and arrangement. The Saturday pro‐
gram also included everybody’s favorite, the Iden fica on Clinic. The Paperweight Expo was open to the general public 
on Saturday a ernoon and included Colin Mahoney’s introductory talk “A Paperweight Primer”. I’ve heard that several 
new members joined out of the Saturday public a endees, including one of the security guards assigned to watch over 
the displays. He obviously enjoyed the conven on. 

At the Saturday night banquet, we 
were delighted to receive table favors 
made by our own Chris Sherwin: a Wil‐
low Goldfinch, the State Bird of Wash‐
ington, or a red apple, the State Fruit of 
Washington! 

And of course, there were dealer and 
ar st displays of paperweights for sale 
throughout the conven on. Although I 
normally come home with only a couple 
of paperweights, this me we arrived 
home with ten new paperweights for 
our collec on. It was a very successful 
conven on. If you haven’t been to a 
PCA conven on for a while or have never been to one, I highly recommend that you give the next one in 2017 a try. 
The loca on is expected to be…. Announced soon. 

(Continued from page 10) 

Report from the Tacoma PCA Convention (continued) 
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Seasonal Paperweights 

By Allan Port 

My mind was wandering when I should have been wri ng the president’s 
le er. I wondered how many paperweight makers have created paper‐
weights to greet each new season. A er all, we are fortunate to have in‐
credibly talented local ar sts who have made masterpieces that are set in 
all four seasons, but has anyone made a series with the same theme set in 

all four seasons? I sent a le er 
out to our ar sts. Here are two of 
the responses that I received. 
We’ll save the other responses 
for a future ar cle. And, maybe, 
this is a theme for a future 
mee ng. 

It has been done before. Caith‐
ness created two “seasons” sets. 
The first set, in 1976 designed by 
Colin Terris and executed by Wil‐
liam Manson featured flowers or 
other plant life in a millefiori gar‐
land:Spring (Daffodil), Summer 
(an eight petal flower), Autumn 
(leaves), and Winter (Holly leaves 
and berries). The set sold for 250 
GBP. The second set, in 1996 de‐
signed by Rose e Fleming had 
more elaborate faceted designs 
and sold for $2,500 for the set. 
The second set also turned to fall 
foliage and a Christmas flower for 
the last two seasons. So, in my 
mind both sets struggled with 

what to show for Autumn and Winter. 

It’s a tough topic for a paperweight ar st. So what would our 
local ar sts submit? I expected to see an Ayo e bird in four 
different seasons or a floral scene repeated in each of the four. 
What I received back from Debbie Tarsitano and Alison Ruzsa 
surprised me in their crea vity. 

The four above are  Alison’s paperweights: She depicted the 
wind in each of the four seasons (Spring, Summer, Fall, Winter). 

Debbie Tarsitano’s response was also outside the box in its 
crea vity. She submi ed a calendar paperweight depic ng all 
four seasons in one paperweight. It is a one of a kind crea on. It 
has numerals in canes represen ng months 1 through 12. A 
flamework set up represen ng each of the seasons is placed 
near the corresponding months for that season. 

Bravo to Debbie and Alison for submi ng these great exam‐
ples. I’m hoping we can con nue this topic in a future news‐
le er. 
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Leo Kaplan Ltd., the noted New York City an que store which was established in 1969 and whose special‐
es include fine an que and contemporary glass paperweights, has relocated to 136 East 57th Street, Suite 605, just 

half a block from its previous loca on. As in the past, they will host an annual northeast American paperweight ar st 
event on Saturday November 7th to showcase the latest works of such celebrated ar sts as Rick Ayo e, Melissa 
Ayo e, Gordon Smith, and David Graeber. The hours are 12:00 noon un l 5:00 P. M. Refreshments will be served.  

Leo Kaplan Ltd. 
136 East 57th Street, Suite 605 (sixth floor) 
New York, NY 10022 
212‐ 355‐7212 
info@leokaplan.com 
www.leokaplan.com 

Short Notes — Hidden Surprises 

From NEPCA member Bryna Davidow 

Lexington Glassworks, Asheville, NC 

In May, I was on a business trip to Asheville, NC and had a 
few hours to explore the downtown area and galleries one 
a ernoon. As I was just star ng to think about finding a cab 
to get back to the hotel, I no ced a large sign “Lexington 
Glassworks” between 2 buildings a block away. Naturally, I 
had to go see what that was about. 

As I got closer, I saw through the open garage door, that 
they had glass blowing demos and I was just in me for 
one. That day they were pulling cane. 

They were making a video of the process and it can be seen at this link. h ps://
www.facebook.com/282685391932767/videos/vb.282685391932767/370655243135781/?type=2&theater 
(The cane pulling video is sped up – It took more like 40 minutes for this 2 color cane. 

It was fun to watch them heat the glass, roll it and add glass over and over again before they started to pull it. The 
process of pulling this simple white over red glass cane was quite quick and once it was pulled and cut from the 
rods it cooled remarkably fast. I was amazed at how much glass was s ll on the rod when they trashed it. (To me it 
looked like they could have pulled several more canes from it.) 

Lexington Glassworks is a glassblowing studio and gallery featuring hand‐blown glass and custom ligh ng but they 
did have a few paperweights in the gallery as well. h ps://www.facebook.com/pages/Lexington‐
Glassworks/282685391932767 

From NEPCA member  Allan Port 

Wedding Paperweights custom made by Deacons Glass 

My daughter Sarah and her husband Francois decided to repeat their wedding 
vows this August for friends and family at his family’s home on the very remote 
Cortes Island, BC. This got me thinking that we could surprise them with a custom 
paperweight made by Deacons Glass in Scotland for the occasion. The paper‐
weight has entwined hearts in red and blue with the ini als “S” and “F”. Each 
heart contains the ini al of the other color over an upset muslin ground. It is 3 
1/8” in diameter and signed and dated in a cane on the base. Although this was 
intended to be a surprise, Sarah asked me to find something suitable to give as 
gi s to the wedding party and we ended up increasing the size of the order so we 
gave one to each member of the wedding party. All were thrilled. 

Send in your short notes – hidden surprises for the next Newsletter. 

mailto:info@leokaplan.com�
http://www.leokaplan.com�
https://www.facebook.com/282685391932767/videos/vb.282685391932767/370655243135781/?type=2&theater�
https://www.facebook.com/282685391932767/videos/vb.282685391932767/370655243135781/?type=2&theater�
https://www.facebook.com/282685391932767/videos/vb.282685391932767/370655243135781/?type=2&theater�
https://www.facebook.com/282685391932767/videos/vb.282685391932767/370655243135781/?type=2&theater�
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Lexington-Glassworks/282685391932767�
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Members Gallery 

Marbries 

Through my first 35 years of paperweight collec ng, I 
never really gave much thought to the marbrie design. I 
didn't like the color combina ons in an que marbries. 
Also, I have always appreciated the symmetry of 
concentric millefiori weights and the marbrie is not 
symmetrical in the tradi onal sense. However, I learned 
that many ar sts consider the marbrie a challenge. First 
they need a steady hand to apply the ribbons of hot 
colored glass evenly around the exterior of the weight 
and then they have to “comb” through the ribbons to 
evenly space the lobes, some mes called “festoons”. 
Many ar sts then top off the piece with a slice of 
millefiori cane. I started collec ng marbries with the 
Cape Cod Glass Works blue and white marbrie. Then 
over the next couple of years I asked Mike Hunter, 
Daniel Salazar, Peter Holmes and John Deacons to make 
marbries for me, o en with a par cular design element 
like a favorite millefiori cane or a specific color 
combina on, and they all produced beau ful one‐of‐a‐kind pieces for me! I asked Mike Hunter to make the weight 
with an under‐the‐water look about it and love how it turned out. Then, I was ecsta c to find the Dominic Labino 
paperweight which has a glow about it because its has a clear interior instead of the more common opaque center and 
is topped with a ny air bubble. I'm s ll on the hunt and found the Jim Brown purple miniature at Wheaton and a few 
more Cape Cod pieces along the way. Most marbries have four lobes but the dark red Cape Cod has eight lobes; it is 
signed by Bill Burchfield and topped with his signature rose cane! 

In the collec on of Diane Warning 

“Electric Gorilla” by Orient & 
Flume (Chico, Calif.), ca. 2010 

At the me of its founding, the Orient & Flume 
glass studio focused on the development of 
iridescent, Tiffany‐style colors! This 
astonishing gorilla shows what happened 
when they applied this to their glass animal 
product line. 

In the collec on of the New Bedford Museum 
of Glass. 
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Artists Gallery 

Clinton Smith Glass Artisan 

has embarked on a new product line recently. He is 
making encapsulated pendants featuring some of his 
favorite subject ma er that you may have seen in his large 
paperweights. Each pendant is signed and dated on the 
back. These pendants are available ar st direct through: 
h ps://www.etsy.com/shop/ClintonSmithGlass. 

For more informa on, contact Clint Smith at 
clintonsmithglass@gmail.com 
(413) 655‐0207 

https://www.etsy.com/shop/ClintonSmithGlass�
mailto:clintonsmithglass@gmail.com�
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Dealers Gallery 

Russian plaque by Bakhmetief, Nikolskoie 

Russian plaque made at the Bakhme ef glass factory in 
Nikolskoie, Russia (currently called Nikolskoye). Dimensions: 
3 5/8” X 4 3/8”. It is one of two known examples of this 
subject. 

For price and informa on on this weight contact the Dunlop 
Collec on at (800) 227‐1996 or 
info@glasspaperweights.com 

mailto:info@glasspaperweights.com�


NEPCA Newsle er Page 17  Fall 2015 
www.nepaperweight.org 

Dealers Gallery… (continued) 

Ray Banford 
Gingham-cut Basket Red Overlay Rose Bouquet Paperweight. 

A central red rose is surrounded by a ring of eight alterna ng red and white roses, 
which bloom on radia ng stems, with dark green leaves, over clear, diamond‐cut 
ground. The bouquet floats within a red‐over‐white double overlay, cut to resemble a 
basket, with two oblong side facets and gingham cu ng around the lower half of the 
piece. Signed in the design with a “B” signature cane. 

2 7/8” long by 2 ½” tall. For sale. Contact Allan Port at aport@paperweights.com  

mailto:aport@paperweights.com�
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NEPCA Contact Information 

President Allan Port president@nepaperweight.org 

Vice President Susie Jacobson vicepresident@nepaperweight.org 

Secretary Diane Warning secretary@nepaperweight.org 

Treasurer Harvey Robinson treasurer@nepaperweight.org 

mailto:president@nepaperweight.org�
mailto:vicepresident@nepaperweight.org�
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