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As incoming president of NEPCA, that is my 
promise to you — exci ng mes. I want to 
keep our mee ngs exci ng and explore new 
ways of bringing collectors, ar sts and dealers 
together. I’ve set several goals for the year: 

Keep you informed of all paperweight re‐
lated events in New England 

Include some new types of ac vi es in our 
mee ngs 

Listen carefully to the collectors, ar sts, 
and dealers to discover what they want 
from our mee ngs 

Expand the newsle er and add color to 
the copy emailed to members 

Explore ways to be er publicize our ac vi‐
es and educate the community about 

paperweights 

It sounds simple enough, but I need your 
help to achieve these goals. First, you will find 
me asking for your email address, so we can 
communicate be er with you. You can do 
your part by filling in your email address on 
the registra on form for the Fall 2013 mee ng 
on October 26. Please!! 

As with your regular USPS mail address, we 
promise not to share your email address with 
outside organiza ons. The list will not be sold. 
We will use this informa on to keep you in‐
formed about our ac vi es and also other pa‐
perweight related events such as shows and 
auc ons. And we will distribute the expanded 
Newsle er (this Newsle er) in color by email. 
We will con nue to mail out the black and 
white registra on packet by regular mail un l 
you tell us we can stop.  

Our two regular mee ngs in Spring and Fall 
are a wonderful opportunity to learn more 
about the world of paperweights, including 
the ar sts who create them, the collectors, 
the dealers, and the museums. In addi on to 
our excellent speakers, the ar sts and dealers 
bring about 1,000 paperweights for you to 
view and handle. You can also bring paper‐
weights for iden fica on. If you have not been 
a regular a endee, I urge you to join us for the 
exci ng mee ngs coming up. Each mee ng is 
like a mini‐conven on. 

(Continued on page 2) 

NEPCA President ’s  Message 

October  26,  Sturbr idge,  MA 
Two exci ng new speakers will be featured 

at the fall mee ng of the New England Paper‐
weight Collectors Associa on, Glass Ar st Ali‐
son Ruzsa and Jan Mirenda Smith, Execu ve 
Director of the Bergstrom‐Mahler Museum in 
Neenah, Wisconsin. The mee ng will also have 
a show and tell with members showing off 
their recent finds. And, of course, we will have 
the wonderful selec on of paperweights 
offered for sale by the ar sts and dealers in 

the chapter. Please be sure to get your regis‐
tra on in early and don’t forget to provide 
your email address. The deadline for register‐
ing is October 14. Hotel rooms, if you wish the 
nego ated rate, must be booked directly with 
the hotel by October 4. If you are staying over‐
night, please plan to join us also for dinner on 
Friday night. 

Alison Ruzsa began working in glass in 1991 
at a small glass school in her hometown of 

(Continued on page 4) 

Fal l  2013 Meet ing 

Exci t ing t imes for  the New England Paperweight  Col lectors  
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NEPCA President’s Message (continued) 

At the Fall Mee ng we will be trying out a new format 
for show and tell. Please bring a recent Paperweight “Find” 
for show and tell. It doesn’t have to be anything fancy or 
expensive, but something you were really thrilled to get. 
Those who want to can stand up and say a few words 
about their find, but you don’t have to do this. We’ll ask 
everyone to vote on the show and tell paperweights. The 
top three vote ge ers will win a prize, maybe even a pa‐
perweight. 

As I said, we want to try new things. If you have any sug‐
ges ons, please send me an email or come up to me at a 
mee ng with your ideas. I promise to listen. 

Please take a look at the Fall Mee ng sec on of this 
Newsle er and also our calendar for upcoming paper‐
weight events. We’ve added some temp ng events to our 
calendar. I’ve added a sec on to this Newsle er about my 
summer travels to other paperweight des na ons. It may 
give you some ideas on places to visit or things to do. Also, 
keep an eye on our web page www.nepaperweight.org. 
We will be adding more material to the web page. 

Since I am new to the role of an officer of NEPCA, I want 
to thank the board members and officers who agreed to 

stay on the board and con nue to work on the programs 
we provide. Susie Jacobson and Diane Warning will be con‐

nuing in their roles as vice‐president and secretary. And I 
want to thank those who have served before me. I want 
especially want to thank Clara Ayo e for her outstanding 
stewardship of NEPCA over the last six years as president 
and Phil Edelman for his work in suppor ng Clara as co‐
president for the last two years. Lastly, a very special 
thank you for Emile Tetu who served as treasurer for many 
years and is now leaving the board. As of the date of this 
newsle er, we have not yet found a new Treasurer. Your 
current officers are below. 

President Allan Port 
president@nepaperweight.org 

Vice‐President Susie Jacobson 
vicepresident@nepaperweight.org 

Secretary Diane Warning 
secretary@nepaperweight.org 

Contact informa on for all board members is on the 
links page at: h p://www.nepaperweight.org/ 

May you find the paperweight of your dreams, 

Allan Port 

(Continued from page 1) 

By Phil Edelman 

Leo Kaplan, a true icon of the paperweight collec ng 
genre, passed away on August 21, 2013 two months shy 
of his 96th birthday. Leo began his career as a paper‐
weight dealer in 1969 subsequent to the New York City 
PCA Conven on. From this beginning he grew the busi‐
ness to become the most eminent dealer in the world 
selling to famous individual collectors and museums. Leo 
was a familiar face at all PCA Conven ons, Wheaton Pa‐
perweight Fests and NY‐NJ and NEPCA Chapter mee ngs 
un l several years ago when ill health curtailed his ac vi es. He was quite recognizable, white hair, always impeccably 
a red with a signature unusual s ck pin in his lapel. Leo was generous with his me and willing to spend hours talking 
to collectors whether their collec on consisted of the finest an ques or inexpensive simple Perthshire paperweights. 
Leo was a Fellow Emeritus on the pres gious Fellows of the Corning Museum of Glass 

I first met Leo during the 1975 PCA Conven on in Washington D.C. At that me I was just becoming involved with 
paperweights and did not know what to expect at the conven on. Looking around and observing how the ar sts, deal‐
ers and collectors were interac ng with each other put me at ease. Mee ng and cha ng with Leo certainly reinforced 
that feeling. Over the course of years as I got to really know Leo and his family, which I must say are a reflec on of 
him, my admira on for his integrity and demeanor grew. Leo was not only an astute businessman but a friend to 
ar sts and collectors alike. Most of all he was a true gentleman, always lending a helpful hand. 

If there is a heaven Leo is up there, looking down at us and smiling while schmoozing with Paul Jokelson and Manny 

Lacher. 

Leo Kaplan: A Remembrance  

http://www.nepaperweight.org/�
http://www.nepaperweight.org/�
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Paperweight Calendar (Upcoming Events) 

Paperweight Auction Pook & Pook in Downingtown, PA on September 24. 
The auction includes about 200 paperweights from a single owner (The Barbara Stitt Collection).  
About 25% are antiques, the rest are modern paperweights. 
For more information, see http://www.pookandpook.com/auctions/2013‐09‐24  

Paperweight Show and Sale at the National Liberty Museum in Philadelphia, 
Opening September 27th. A collection of 75 paperweights will be on display and all but one will be 
for sale during the show. Included are almost 40 Stankard paperweights and a number of Ayotte 
paperweights. Paul Stankard will be present at the opening event to sign copies of “No Green Ber‐
ries and Leaves.” There is a charge to attend the opening and book signing. If you are interested in 
attending the opening or purchasing a paperweight, contact the museum at 215‐925‐2800 X 135. 
For more details, see http://www.libertymuseum.org/glass‐art‐and‐auction/glass‐now‐2013/ 

Paperweight Auction of 192 Baccarat Paperweights at 11 AM on September 29 
at Sharon Boccelli & Company Auctioneers (46 Canal St. Bellows Falls VT 05101, phone (802) 460‐
1190 or (617) 413‐4054. This is the second session for the Elkin McCallum Collection of Baccarat 
Paperweights. The first session was held on June 23 and had 209 Baccarat paperweights. This ses‐
sion will have 192 Baccarat paperweights; this is your chance to get your bids in on the second part. 
For more information, see http://www.sbauctioneers.com/ 

Annual Artist Show at Leo Kaplan Ltd. on October 19 
featuring Melissa and Rick Ayotte, David Graeber and Gordon Smith. 
Leo Kaplan Ltd. is located at 114 East 57th Street, New York. Please contact the gallery for more 
information. Phone. (212) 355‐7212 or Email: Info@LeoKaplan.com 

New England Paperweight Collectors Association Fall 2013 Meeting October 26 
in Sturbridge Massachusetts. Speakers are: Glass Artist Alison Ruzsa and Jan Mirenda Smith, Execu‐
tive Director of the Bergstrom‐Mahler Museum in Neenah, Wisconsin. Register by October 14, Hotel 
Reservation deadline October 4. (Sturbridge Host Hotel, 366 Main Street, Sturbridge, MA 01566. 
Telephone: (508) 347‐7393) 

Transitional Glass – The Art Glass of Debbie Tarsitano at the Sandwich Glass Mu-
seum (129 Main Street, Sandwich, MA) (Thru November 1) 
This special exhibition is a retrospective display work of Debbie Tarsitano. It also includes work by 
Delmo Tarsitano. This is a great show to see as it shows the progression of Debbie’s work over a 40 
year span. I highly recommend it. 
See http://www.sandwichglassmuseum.org/exhibits.php?pgID=100038 for more details. 

Paperweight Auction at Douglas Auctioneers in South Deerfield, Massachusetts 
on November 22, 2013 at 6 PM 
A variety of antique and contemporary paperweights will be on the block at the South Deerfield 
Gallery. Those with paperweights to consign are asked to call (413) 665‐2877. Paperweights will be 
photographed and displayed on the Douglas website. The auction preview will begin at 1. 

New England Paperweight Collectors Association Spring 2014 Meeting 
April 26 in Hadley, MA. 
Speakers are Glass Artist Josh Simpson and Linda Muehlig, Associate Director for Curatorial Affairs/
Curator of Paintings and Sculpture at the Smith College Museum of Art. Linda will be speaking on 
the Museum’s collection of glass paperweights, the Elizabeth Thornton Wheeler ('18) Collection. 
We are having this meeting at the Marriott Courtyard in Hadley, MA. Special Room rates $169 plus 
tax for a King Room, $187 plus tax for a room with two Queen‐size beds. We are urging members to 
book early using special corporate rate W14 because of all the college events that weekend in near‐
by towns including Amherst. Call (413) 256‐5454 and make sure you use the code W14. We will 
send out a reminder early in 2014. 

Paperweight Fest at Wheaton Arts in Millville, NJ. May 15-17, 2014 

http://www.pookandpook.com/auctions/2013-09-24�
http://www.libertymuseum.org/glass-art-and-auction/glass-now-2013/�
http://www.sbauctioneers.com/�
http://www.sandwichglassmuseum.org/exhibits.php?pgID=100038�
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Cincinna , Ohio. She moved to New York a erwards to 
pursue a career at the New York Experimental Glass Work‐
shop. She is fascinated by techniques incorpora ng paint‐
ed inclusion in glass. Since 1995, Alison has been working 
at Pier Glass in Brooklyn, New York. Alison makes paper‐
weights, glass engravings, and sculptures using these tech‐
niques. She was featured as the Paperweight Collectors’ 
Associa on Ar st of the Month in October 2011. 

Her studio was destroyed by Hurricane Sandy last year 
and Alison has begun the monumental task of rebuilding. 
Our chapter, NEPCA, held a special raffle in April to help 
Alison replace her studio and equipment. With matching 
funds from the chapter treasury, Alison was given a check 
for over $1,250 by NEPCA at the New Orleans PCA Con‐
ven on. The Delaware Valley Chapter also gave Alison a 
check for $1,000 and other chapters have also given her 
financial aid. The tle of Alison Ruzsa’s talk is, appropriate‐
ly, “Lost and Found”. 

Jan Mirenda Smith is the Execu ve Director of the Berg‐
strom‐Mahler Museum in Neenah, Wisconsin. She has 
been with the museum a total of 17 years, first as curator 
and now as execu ve director. She has a Masters in Fine 
Arts and a Cer ficate in Museum Studies from the Univer‐
sity of Wisconsin‐Milwaukee. Jan also served as the direc‐
tor of the Rahr– West Art Museum in Manitowoc, Wiscon‐
sin. 

The Bergstrom Mahler museum had been referred to as 
the Paperweight Museum because it houses the worlds’ 
most representa ve collec on of glass paperweights. The 
collec on was started by Evangeline Bergstrom in the 
1930s and 1940s and generously added to over the years 
by the collec ng community. The original dona on of 652 
paperweights and related objects has grown to over 
3,000, the majority of which are on permanent display. 
There are three books published about this collec on. 

The Bergstrom‐Mahler Museum opened to the public in 
1959, reflec ng Evangeline Bergstrom’s curiosity about 
glass. Today, Bergstrom‐Mahler Museum con nues to 
evolve in its glass ini a ves, showcasing four permanent 
glass collec ons: the world's most representa ve collec‐

on of an que and contemporary glass paperweights, a 
stunning collec on of Germanic drinking vessels da ng 
from 1573, a collec on of Victorian‐Era glass baskets and 
an ever‐growing collec on of contemporary glass. 

The tle of Jan Smith’s talk is “Bergstrom‐Mahler Muse‐
um Mission and Vision 2013.” It will present the Museum’s 
evolu on showcasing its history and bringing it forward to 
a contemporary vision of the museum as a resource for 
glass informa on in the Midwest. The Museum has con‐
ducted a market study to help define its successful transi‐

on to showcasing only glass, including a name change 
that defines that unique perspec ve and vision as A Place 
to Be For Exci ng Discoveries in Glass. As paperweight col‐
lectors, the Museum wants you to become a part of this 
journey as one of its very special stakeholder groups. Your 
feedback and discussion will be encouraged. 

Don’t forget to bring a recent paperweight “find” with 
you to the mee ng. If you want, you can say a few words 
about it before lunch, but you don’t have to. We’ll ask the 
a endees to vote on their three favorites and the winners 
will win a prize. It might even be a paperweight. We want 
everyone to have fun with this ac vity. 

And, again, please note your two deadlines: We would 
like to receive your registra on by October 14 and the ho‐
tel reserva on must be made by October 4 to receive the 
reduced rates ($99 for singles or doubles). If you need to 
make a last minute change, please send an email to presi‐
dent@nepaperweight.org. If you are cancelling the hotel 
reserva on or changing it, you will have to do that directly 
with the hotel, the Sturbridge Host Hotel, 366 Main Street, 
Sturbridge, MA 01566. Telephone: (508) 347‐7393 

(Continued from page 1) 

Fall 2013 Meeting… (continued) 

Please check the address label on this newsle er for your mem‐
bership year. If it says 2013, you are paid up for the year. If not, 
please download the membership renewal form from the web‐
site www.nepaperweight.org and send it in with your member‐
ship fee for the year. We will also have the forms at the registra‐

on desk at the fall mee ng. If you wish to have a membership 
renewal form mailed to you, please send an email to Diane 
Warning – secretary@nepaperweight.org 

NEPCA Contact Information 

President Allan Port president@nepaperweight.org 

Vice President Susie Jacobson vicepresident@nepaperweight.org 

Secretary Diane Warning secretary@nepaperweight.org 

Couple in the Fall — Alison Ruzsa 

mailto:secretary@nepaperweight.org�
mailto:president@nepaperweight.org�
mailto:vicepresident@nepaperweight.org�
mailto:secretary@nepaperweight.org�
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By Ben Drabeck 

The first of two auc ons of the Elkin McCallum collec‐
on of an que and modern Baccarat paperweights was 

held Sunday June 23 by S.B. & Company Auc oneers in 
Bellows Falls, VT, with Sharon Boccelli wielding the gavel. 

The an que items, which included both millefiori and 
flame work paperweights, numbered 20. Principal among 
them was a beau ful carpet ground with complex canes 
which brought in $11,000 (lot 133 pictured below ‐ ham‐
mer price does not include the 15 per cent buyer’s premi‐
um). Other highlights in the an que offerings included a 
pansy (type 1) $1,500, red and white wallflower ($1,400), 
a green snake ($3,250), and a miniature copper camomile 
($800). 

The modern Baccarat paperweights numbered 190 and 
also included a wide variety of designs created from 1972 
to 2002. Millefiori items included several Gridel pieces, 
including the elephant ($900) and the pelican ($475)‐‐both 
issued in 1974. Among the other millefiori offerings were a 
1973 yellow and white carpet ground ($475), and a 1990 
looped garland, $250. 

Lamp (or flame) work paperweights cons tuted the 
largest block among the contemporary offerings. A wide 
variety of subjects, some familiar, other more uncommon, 
included a green and yellow salamander on orange and 
yellow jasper ground reached $400 and a green snake 
with yellow body on translucent turquoise ground, $300. 

Several modern weights featured a variety of insects 
and birds. Bu erfly paperweights included seven designs 
issued in 2000. One was a bu erfly with black lace wings 
over blue poppy flowers, which sold for $325 and a design 

which featured eight mul ‐colored bu erflies on opaque 
blue ground, $425. Top prices in this group were for a 
piece with blue close pack, with bu erfly silhoue es (hide 
and seek) canes‐‐$1,100‐‐and $1,000 for another close 
pack with green canes, also with bu erfly silhoue e “hide 
and seek” canes. The blue example is pictured below. 

Other examples: a 1982 blue dragon fly with a white 

water lily floa ng over a green and yellow pebbled ground 
sold for $375, while a 1985 lampworked green “scarab’ 
beetle and violet on yellow‐green rock ground found a 
new owner at $300. 

Among the birds was a sulphur‐breasted toucan from 
1997 ($700). Two others from the same year were a pink 
Major Mitchell’s cockatoo (also $700) and a Greater bird 
of paradise, $750. 

Other high prices within the modern Baccarat paper‐
weights were: $1,900 for a piedouche with birds and flow‐
ers, 1998; $900 for a “cashmere” pa erned millefiori (also 
1998), and $2500 for a three ered crea on with a marine 
theme done in 2000, showcasing a starfish, sea urchin and 
angelfish in the three sec ons. 

While there were only 20 or so collectors in the house‐‐
all of them ac ve bidders‐‐much of the ac on came from 
online bidding. Auc oneer Sharon was pa ent and good 
humored as she waited for the online par cipants to make 
their bids. 

The second part of the sale, also including both an que 
and contemporary Baccarat paperweights, will be held on 
September 29 in Bellows Falls. I will report on this in the 
next edi on of the newsle er. BD 

Baccarat Paperweight Auction at Sharon Boccelli Auctioneers 
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Since the spring mee ng in April, I’ve been able to par‐
cipate in quite a few paperweight events and I want to 

share my experiences. There is a lot of ac vity in the pa‐
perweight world, lots of places to visit, and collec ons to 
see. 

The Paperweight Collectors’ Associa on Conven on 
took place in New Orleans June 5‐8 this year. It was a 
spectacular success with 185 a endees, many dealers and 
ar sts, and thousands of paperweights to view and han‐
dle. Although the weather was very warm and humid, the 
conven on hotel was perfectly located on Bourbon Street 
in the French Quarter. The pre‐conven on bus and walk‐
ing tour gave everyone a great overview of the city. The 
a endees had ample me to explore the music and muse‐
ums in the Big Easy. Just walking down Bourbon Street and 
listening to the music and watching street entertainment 
was enough to put everyone in a good mood. The talks 
were excellent, the displays were wonderful, and the spe‐
cial visit to view the paperweight collec on at the New 
Orleans Museum of Art had its own special treats. At the 
conven on, there was also a special exhibit of Russian pa‐
perweights, plaques and seals. We may never get a chance 
to see this many Russian weights in one place again. I took 
two of my weights for the ID clinic. One was posi vely 
iden fied as a New England Glass Company Spaced Millefi‐
ori paperweight pictured below. 

On June 23, Sharon Boccelli Auc oneers had the first 
session of the auc on of the Elkin McCallum Collec on of 
Baccarat Paperweights. The auc on took place in Bellows 
Falls, Vermont. It is unusual to have an auc on confined to 
a single factory, but this one was exci ng because it in‐
cluded such a full range of Baccarat paperweights. I had 
never seen many of the latest designs, some of which are 
much larger and different from earlier contemporary de‐
signs. See Ben Drabeck’s ar cle on the auc on in this 

newsle er. I’m looking forward the second part of the 
auc on on September 29. 

The Delaware Valley Paperweight Collectors Associa on 
(DVPCA) meets four mes a year in Horsham, PA, just west 
of Philadelphia. I went to their July 20th Summer Mee ng 
which was a special event. Toby Kruger, DVPCA president, 
and paperweight expert and author John Hawley were 
married earlier in the week, and this event turned into a 
combina on wedding celebra on and paperweight event. 
The merging of two great collec ons! They are both won‐
derful people and we wish them all the best. The speakers 
at the mee ng were Victor Trabucco, speaking via Skype 
from his studio in Clarence, NY, and John Hawley talking 
about paperweights by Massachuse s Glass Factories. 
A er the mee ng there was a summer garden party at the 
home of Andrew and Deedee Dohan. DVPCA runs their 
mee ngs differently than the NEPCA and I was hoping to 
get fresh ideas to borrow. The Skype presenta on was 
interes ng to see. For those who haven’t used Skype, 
think of it as a telephone call where you can both see and 
hear the presenter and he can see and hear you. The tech‐
nology worked perfectly and is something we may want to 
try in the future. 

Debbie Tarsitano gave a wonderful talk tled 
“Transi onal Glass” at our April 20, 2013 NEPCA mee ng 
in Worcester. But the icing on the cake was to see her ret‐
rospec ve show at the Sandwich Glass Museum. The ex‐
hibit opened on July 31 and will remain open un l Novem‐
ber 1. This 
wonderful 
show spans 
40 years of 
her work 
and also 
includes 
her collab‐
ora ve 
pieces with 
her father 
Delmo, 
with Max 
Erlacher, 
and other 
glass 
ar sts. As 
much as I love Debbie’s early tradi onal paperweights like 
her many petaled Red Dahlia and her wonderful bouquets, 
such as the one with 80 flowers shown here, the show 

(Continued on page 7) 

Allan’s Summer Travelogue (Paperweight Wanderings) 
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opened my eyes to apprecia ng her more recent work and 
the transi ons that have been present in her work. A re‐
cent work, wing sculpture, is also shown below. I highly 
recommend you see this show if you haven’t yet had a 
chance. 

A family reunion in Chicago gave us an opportunity to 
visit two of the world’s three greatest public paperweight 
exhibits, the new installa on of the Rubloff Collec on at 
the Art Ins tute of Chicago and the wonderful collec on 
at the Bergstrom Mahler Museum in Neenah, Wisconsin. 
Jane and I also stopped by LH Selman’s new gallery on 
Michigan Avenue in Chicago near the Art Ins tute. If we 
could have stopped by Corning on the way back, we would 
have seen all three of the greatest paperweight collec ons 
in one trip. 

I’ve visited the Rubloff Collec on before, but the new 
display is expanded and much improved. There are more 
than 800 paperweights on display. With be er ligh ng and 
new didac cs, the loca on is next to the Thorne Miniature 
Rooms, one of the most popular exhibits in the AIC. The 
familiar paperweights in this well documented collec on 
have now been augmented by new addi ons not shown 
before. Most of the exhibits are arranged in wall panels by 
topic plus three free‐standing floor cases. One panel is 

tled “Masterpieces from the Arthur Rubloff Collec on.” 
This panel contains the crown jewels of the collec on, 
magnificent paperweights that alone make the visit worth‐
while. There are separate panels for Millefiori Paper‐
weights, Lampwork Paperweights, Lampwork Special es 
of the Classic Period, Clichy Paperweights, Baccarat Paper‐
weights, St. Louis Paperweights, Paperweights Combining 
Mul ple Techniques, Paperweight related objects, Incrus‐
ta on Techniques (Sulphides and Pinchbecks), American 
and English Factories, and Twen eth Century Paper‐
weights. 

It is hard to pick out favorites, but several caught my 
eye. Three such weights are shown here, a St. Louis mul ‐

colored turnips in a basket, an odd surface‐decorated 
weight from Val St. Lambert or Bohemia, and a spaced 
millefiori on lace paperweight labeled St. Louis, but look‐
ing suspiciously similar to my mystery weight from the ID 
clinic at the PCA Conven on. 

(Continued from page 6) 

(Continued on page 8) 

Allan’s Summer Travelogue (continued) 
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Our visit to LH Selman coincided with the end of the 
Summer Auc on, so all the auc on weights were s ll on 
display. They are now located in the Fine Arts Building, an 
interes ng old building near the Art Ins tute. To reach the 
gallery you get to ride an old fashioned elevator manned 
by an elevator operator. Mitch Clark and Alexis Magarò 
showed us around. We also discussed the Rubloff exhibit. 
The gallery was packed with temp ng paperweights. We 
had good visit and coveted several of their wonderful pa‐
perweights. 

Our final museum stop was the Bergstrom Mahler Mu‐
seum in Neenah, Wisconsin. Jan Smith, execu ve director 
of the museum, gave us a personal tour of the museum’s 
four major collec ons plus the current show featuring 
contemporary glass and a bu on display mounted to coin‐
cide with a bu on collectors’ conven on. The contempo‐
rary glass show “Glass Legacies” featured ar sts associat‐

ed with the University of Wisconsin – River Falls glass pro‐
gram. It is an impressive museum and it is clear that they 
have been experimen ng to find new and interes ng ways 
to display their paperweights. There was one exhibit 
where they are experimen ng with ligh ng. I never com‐
mented on the ligh ng because I was so stunned by the 
quality of the New England Glass Company paperweights 
in the display that I forgot about the experiment. 

Some of the exhibit panels focused on showing similar 
paperweights (some mes from different makers) side by 
side. For example, panels of millefiori garlands, closepack 
millefiori weights, spoke weights, faceted weights, overlay 
weights, rose weights, and more. Look at the example be‐
low posi oning two unusual weights side by side. 

I had recently heard John Hawley men on that there 
are French upright bouquets made by St. Louis and Bacca‐
rat. Sure enough, there was a display at the Bergstrom 
showing both types correctly a ributed. There were many 
outstanding items in the collec on. With over 3,000 ob‐
jects in the collec on, displaying over half is an immense 
challenge. Almost every type of paperweight is represent‐
ed in quan ty. Those that don’t make it to the main galler‐
ies are in the glass study room. 

A few of my favorites were the two large Clichy vases 
and the NEGC two flower bouquet with a millefiori gar‐
land. 

The exhibit space is spacious and well lit. I kept being 
drawn back to the large sculptural pieces in the collec on 
of contemporary glass. Think of them as large paper‐
weights. Jan Smith will be speaking at the fall mee ng. 
You will be impressed by her vision for the museum. 

(Continued from page 7) 

(Continued on page 9) 

Allan’s Summer Travelogue (continued) 



 

NEPCA Newsle er Page 9 Fall 2013 
www.nepaperweight.org 

Our final stop was in Ohio, where we visited family in Yellow Springs. We s ll managed to spend a few of hours in 
two large an que malls in nearby Springfield. Both had many paperweights and we purchased two an que paper‐
weights, a New England Glass Company scramble with eagle canes and a pa erned millefiori paperweight from Silesia 
pictured below. We le  behind others that were temp ng but priced too high. 

Thanks for reading my tales of paperweight wanderings. Don’t forget to check out the calendar of paperweight 
events elsewhere in this newsle er. And happy hun ng. 

(Continued from page 8) 

Allan’s Summer Travelogue (continued) 
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